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Hello Friends, 

_, here's how to make sure 
~" you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Friends Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest a 
minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your order and 
be sure to state the part number of the first copy you want. You 
can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 


If you haven't got 0 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 

video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 
You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 12 
parts with the video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Easter Mail 
Centre VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts, $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth part). 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 26 
copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
address below stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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HOW TO DRAW 


— it's all go for Mr and Mrs 

Vole on the golf course. Have fun making a clown 
that jumps up and down in 

ALL ABOUT...Otters Our series on moving parts. 

There are very few of these 

sleek, shy creatures left. SECRET WORLD OF... 
Awood in autumn 


FASCINATING FACTS If you go down to the 
Zzzzzz! Stay awake to find woods today you'll see that 
out how long animals sleep. _ winter is fast setting in. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Autumn’s here, so make 
some spore prints and 
plant a few acorns. 


PUZZLE IT OUT 

Flash! Bang! What a picture! 
It's Weasel’s tum to be a 
photographer. 
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lhe animals had been trapped in a church. 

They managed to escape as a wedding 
party came in but they scattered in all 
directions. Fox, Vixen carrying Mole, the 
Hares and Toad stopped outside town. 


Whistler, Kestrel and Owl 

flew to join them. “I suppose 
youre proud of yourselves, 
rushing off like that,” said Owl. 
“Our instinct was to get away,” said Vixen. 


“We're only a couple of fields away from 
White Deer Park and now we’ve all split 
up,” moaned Toad. Mole started to cry. 

“We can’t go on without Badger,” he wailed. 


ST 5 - Y 
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“There’s only one thing for it. 

The birds will have to try and 
round up the other animals,” 
said Fox. The birds flew off in 
different directions. 


Kestrel flew up high to look for the little 
creatures. She spotted the Squirrels at the 
top of a telegraph pole. “There are no trees 
in sight,” they cried miserably. 


“Kee, kee, follow me,” called Kestrel. “Pll 
take you to where the others are.” “Look! 
It’s the Squirrels,” cried Hare as they 
arrived. “I’ve walked miles!” complained 
one Squirrel, sinking down for a rest. 


Owl went back to town to look for Badger 
and Weasel. The two animals had been 
chased through town. When they saw a 
trap door open in the pavement they 
dived inside to escape. 


A drip from a barrel dropped on to her paw. 
“Mmmm, this tastes good,” she said to 
Badger. “I’m thirsty and this is delicious.” 
She settled down and slurped away 
happily. After a while she gave a hiccup. 


They slid down a ramp into a cellar. 
“We can hide in here for a bit,” said 
Badger. Weasel started to explore. 


Badger sniffed at the 
liquid. “Doesn’t smell 
good to me,” he said. “I 
don’t think you should 
drink it.” “Nonsense,” said Weasel. 


Suddenly there was a noise outside. 

“We don't want to get trapped in here,” 
said Badger hiding in the shadows. 

A huge barrel rolled down the ramp. 
“Where are you?” called Badger urgently. 


A “a 
— must get out of here.” 
There was no sound from 


Weasel — just a hiccup. He found her lying 
under the dripping tap with her eyes 
closed. “Jusht let me shleep,” she lisped. 


ail 


Just then the men outside started to pull 
up the ramp. “Quick!” said Badger. 
Badger leapt up and Weasel followed. 
They just made it out of the cellar as 

the trap door closed. 


“Ere we go, ere we go,” sang Weasel, 
wandering from side to side down the 
street. She knocked over a dustbin. 
Owl flew down. 


“What’s wrong with her?” Owl asked Badger. 
“She drank some human stuff and now she’s 


“Let me ride on your back, Badger,” said 
Weasel, climbing up. “You're like a father to 
as mad as they are,” replied Badger. “Fox sent me, Badger,” she murmured falling asleep. 
me to get you,” said Owl. “Follow me.” “That’s 

the best news I’ve had for ages,” said Badger. 


“Oh Badger, 
you're safe!” cried 
Mole as they came 
into sight. 


“T’ve got to sit down,” said Badger. Weasel 
slid on to the ground and fell asleep. “Don’t 
anyone dare wake her,” said Badger wearily. 


Next week: Chased by Adder. 
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66How do you do. I’m Mrs Thrush. I'm that speckled 
bird you might have seen hopping across the grass in 
a garden or park and stopping from time to time. 
| tilt my head to one side as if I’m trying to 
listen for juicy worms moving about in the 
soil. In fact, I’m focusing my beady eyes on 
the ground to see if there's a small 
creature | can snatch up in my ~ 
beak. I’m known as Song thrush 
because of my clear, musical 
song — I'm one of the first birds 
to start calling at the end of the 
silent winter months. We Song | 
thrushes don’t like cold, windswept 
places and some of us travel south in the 

winter to France, Spain or Portugal. The rest of us stay in our 
usual habitats — gardens, hedgerows and woods — and hop 
about looking for berries, other fruit and, of course, worms.99 


I'm about 23cm long, 
with a brown back 
and pale underparts 
which are speckled 
with small, dark 
brown spots. The 
males look just like 
us females. 

When we fly you 
can see that we have 
an orangey yellow 
streak under our 
wings. 


We like to stand on tall 
songposts, like the tops 
of trees or television 
aerials, to perform our 
songs. These can last 
for over five minutes and 
they’re easy to pick out 
because we repeat each 
phrase several times in 
arow. 

Sometimes we copy 
other birds’ calls. When 
we're alarmed we make 
a different call - a fast 
‘chuk’ sound. 


WHO’S WHO? 
There are three other members of my family 
who are speckled like me. The Mistle thrush 
lives in Britain all year round but is not as 
common as | am. The Redwing and Fieldfare 
are winter visitors. 


W The Mistle thrush is about 
27cm long with bigger spots, 
whitish tail feathers, a white 
underwing and greyish brown 
back feathers. 


<q The Redwing is about 
20cm long with reddish 
underwings and side feathers 
and a pale eye stripe. 


P The Fieldfare has a 
grey head, chestnut 
brown back and a black 
tail. It is about the same 
size as the Misile thrush. 


All About... 


Nesting and feeding 


66Have you ever seen one of our nests? 
Well, they’re rather special because we 
line them with dung or mud to make a 
smooth surface for our eggs. We lay 3-5 
eggs and incubate them for about 14 
days. We usually have at least two 
broods each year.99 


We females are the nest builders - we weave a 
neat nest out of grasses and twigs and smooth it 
into a comfortable cup shape with our breasts. 
We try to keep it well hidden, inside a bush or a 
tree, away from the searching eyes of 
sparrowhawks or cats. Our eggs are sky blue 
with black speckles. 

When the chicks hatch, our mates help us to 
feed them with insects and other small 
creatures. After about two weeks they can fly 
and we mothers start to lay our second brood. 


$ong thrush 
en Alls, instea 
it hops or runs along 
the ground, stopping 
from time to time to 


look for food. 


For the first year the 
young birds are easy to 
spot because they have 
speckled backs. After 
their first moult, in spring, 
their backs turn brown, 
just like ours. 


_—— 


The Song thrush is the 
only bird in Europe who 
plasters the inside of its 
nest with a muddy 
mixture. We lay 3-5 
bright blue, black 
spotted eggs. We breed 
virtually anywhere in 
Britain and Ireland 
where there’s cover 

for us to rest in. 


SMASHING TIME 

If you find lots of snail shells scattered about, 
how can you tell who was eating them? Well, if 
they’re lying on and around a stone and are 
broken into pieces then they were probably 
smashed by a Song thrush. 

In order to get at the soft body inside, we hold 
the edge of the shell in our beak and knock it 
against a stone so that it breaks. People often 
call the stones we use for snail smashing ‘anvils’. 


How To Draw <= 
Woving parts 1 


Welcome to the world of moving parts 
where tongues slither and ears flop! 

All you need to make Hare and Adder 
come to life is a pencil, paper, a few odds 
and ends and a little bit of patience ... 


TRIPLE YRIGK ROLLER 


Take your DIY animation a step further 
and make a three-part pencil roller. 


templates 


Q On the middle section trace Hare's 


q Cut a piece of paper 30cm long 
face, with the eyes looking left. 


and 5cm wide. Fold it into three 
equal parts. 


w Fold the right-hand section over 
the middle one. Draw Hare with a 
surprised look on his face. 


§ Roll each side of the paper 
round a pencil. Tape the folded 
edges to a hard surface. Roll the 
left and right drawings alternately 
over [he middle one for a triple 
animation sequence 

Can you think up a sequence of 


YOUN Own’? 


3 Fold the left-hand section of the 
paper down over the middle one. Trace 
Hare's face with the eyes looking right. 


SHIFTY EVES AND SLIPPERY TONGUE 
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template 


q Cut a piece of paper 12cm square. 
Trace Adder’s face on to the paper. 


Q Cut 4 slits, each 1cm wide, 
either side of Adder’s eyes. 


— 


cit Trace Adder’s 
tongue on to paper and 
cut the strip out. Make a 
slit at the top of Adder's 
mouth. Thread the strip 
rs through the slit. Glue it 
to the back of the eyes 
so that when Adder’s 
eyes move, her tongue 


3 Trace the eye strip 
on to paper and cut 
the strip out. Thread 
the strip through the 
slits, and pull from side 
to side to make 
Adder’s eyes move. 


does, too! 


66When I’m in town | often sit 
‘45% ona chimney pot to warm 

myself. From this spot | can see cars buzzing 
up and down the roads and people going 
about their business. | can also keep an eye 
on the rubbish tip on the edge of town - one 
of my favourite places to fly around and look 
for food. All this hustle and bustle means the 
town is a pretty dirty place. Every day 


humans produce muck and grime which 


“A DIRTY TOWN 


pollutes the air, water and land and this 
affects animals and birds like me. It’s not just 
the big factories that make a lot of pollution — 
even litter in the street causes a mess and 
can be dangerous to animals.99 


Rook’s Challenge: have a good look at this 
town. Can you spot five examples of 
pollution? There are also three things 
which help to make it a cleaner place. 


ecret World of..j 


Polluting the town are a factory pipe, a car, 
a power station, a household rubbish tip 
and some dumped chemical drums. Making 
it a cleaner place to live in are the bottle 
bank, lead free petrol and windmills. « — 


Power stations make electricity. 
The trouble is they also pump out 


gases high into the sky and pollute Windmills are a clean way of 


the air. These gases mix to make 
acid rain which does damage to 
trees when it falls. Acid rain can be 
controlled by fitting ‘scrubbers’ to 
factory chimneys. 


The rubbish dump is the place 
where tons of household rubbish 
end up. The more things that can 
be recycled, the less rubbish there 
will be to dump. 


giving us power. Modern 
windmills turn wind into 
electricity without making any 
pollution — just a bit of noise. 


Petrol stations give a choice 


Chemical waste from factories is of leaded or unleaded petrol 

very dangerous and should be for your car. More and more Coal fires are great for warming 

buried in special areas. Very rarely cars take unleaded petrol you up but even coal fires send 

drums of poison are dumped by which is friendlier to humans harmful gases up the chimney 

the road or on waste ground. and to the environment. which make the Earth warmer 
than it should be. Smokeless fuel 
can reduce pollution in towns. 


Car exhausts create filthy fumes 
which can make breathing hard 
and help make acid rain. Cars 
fitted with catalytic converters 
reduce this kind of pollution. 


a Factories sometimes get 
rid of waste chemicals by 
Bottle banks get rid of your empties pouring them straight into 
and help the environment at the ariver. Fish, animals and 
same time. Recycling glass to make plants that live in the 
bottles takes less energy than water may get diseases or 
making new ones. even die. 
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Discovering Na 


GO GREEN 


In nature everything is used, broken down 
and re-used, so there is never any waste. 
But humans upset the 

balance of nature by ween 

creating lots of rubbish 
and polluting the 
environment. What 
can you do to help? 


TWE BURIAL Test 


Nature gets rid of waste by breaking it 
down into minerals in the soil, which 
growing plants then use as food. To find 
out what rots, bury the objects listed below 
15cm deep in the garden. Remember to 
ask an adult first. Mark where the objects 
are with sticks. Then dig the objects up wh 
a month later. Which things have Pr 3 
rotted or are rotting? (a 


RECYCLING 


Most of our rubbish can 
be re-used or recycled. 
\ Ask an adult to help you 
take any glass, aluminium 
if cans, newspapers and 
I magazines to your nearest 
~ recycling unit. Atthe 
moment not many units 
take plastics or 


_ chemicals. 
i 


You will need: cotton reel, scissors, paints 
suitable for plastic, glue, pencil, felt-tip pens, 


thick, white card. ; 


OK - so now you’ve got rid of the flower 
petals, newspaper and the orange peel by 
putting them back into the soil. What about the 
other objects? Well, you can re-use them by 
making them into something else! 


COTTON-REEL ANIMALS 


Q Draw in the animal's face 
and tail and colour it in. Paint 
the cotton reel to match the 
colour of the card shapes. 


3 Glue the two shapes on either 
end of the cotton reel. Add a tail, 
made from a coloured piece of 
string. Make sure the feet are level 
so that it stands up. Try making 
up some animals of your own. 


Squirrel says 


If you find it difficult, 
get an adult to help 
you make the holes in 
the bottom of the 
yoghurt pots. 


& pnowe cow 


You will need: 

two plastic yoghurt pots, 
string, skewer or nail, 
scissors, poster paints, 
newspaper. 


What do you 


get if you dial 
01-2478- Turn the yoghurt 
0372-8165- pots upside down and 


carefully make a hole 
in the centre of each 
base using the 
pointed end of a 
skewer or nail. 


4436-78997 
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You will need: 
washing-up liquid bottle, scissors, string, 
two pencils, peanuts for birds. 


BIRD FEEDER 


q Take off the top of the 
washing-up liquid bottle and 
cut off the stopper. 


Q Cut four slits, each 5mm wide 
and 70mm long, down the bottle. 


3 Thread a piece of string 
through the top. Knot it a couple 
of times to hold it in place. 


§ Fill the bottle with unsalted 
peanuts or bird food. Replace 
the top and hang the feeder in 
a suitable place. 


a Cut four small slits near 
the bottom of the bottle. 
Insert the pencils into the 
slits, as shown. 


CAN YOU HEAR ME? 
Hold one of the pots to your 
ear while a friend talks into 
the other pot from the next 
door room. Make sure the 
string between the two cans 
is very tight, so that the 
sound can travel along it. 


3 Cut a piece of string long enough to 
reach from room to room. Thread each 
end through the holes in the bases of 
the yoghurt pots. Make a large knot at 
both ends to hold the string in place. 


2 Place the pots on some 
newspaper. Paint the pots with 
two coats of paint, leaving 
them to dry between coais. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINAT! NG FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS 


KEEPING QUIET 


In the animal world there’s a time for 
roaring, squeaking or whistling and 
there’s a time to keep quiet. Silence 
is often the secret to successful 
hunting - or of escape. Any creature 
creeping up on its prey needs to be 
sneaky and silent. But keeping still 
and not making a sound is also one of 
the best ways to baffle a predator. 


A WHERE ARE YOU? 


Male Cicadas make a noisy chirping sound to 
attract a mate. Trying to work out where the insect 
is can be annoying. As soon as you get anywhere 


near it ... the noise stops. 


tit squeat 
Young Wood mice 
don't like to feel 
cold so if it starts 
to get chilly they 
call out to their 


TIGER FEET > 

A tiger’s massive padded feet 
help it to move silently through 
the forest. Look at this tiger’s 
mighty paws. They can even 
walk through crispy sun-dried 
leaves without making a noise. 


_ parents. Their 
alarm calls are 
ultrasonic which 
means they are so 
high-pitched that 

’ | their parents can 

hear them but a 

=> predators usually 

" can't. 


RIGID HARE > 
This Brown hare is lying 
low in the long grass to 
avoid being spotted. The \ 
hare’s colour and shape 
help to hide it but the 
camouflage doesn’t 
work unless the hare 
keeps completely still. 


Why can a Barn owl catch small animals 
without being heard? 


“BulAyy 11 30 punos ayy 
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‘v HUSH PUPPY 


The beauty of the Basenji is 


\ that it never barks. This 


ancient breed of hunting 
dog was kept by the people 
of Central Africa and as a 
pet by Egyptian Pharaohs. 
It is not a completely silent 
scamp though. Basenjis 
can growl, howl and yodel 
when they want to. 


HANGING AROUND 
One way to hunt prey is to 
keep completely still. The 
Indonesian Vine snake waits 
in the trees looking like a 
hanging vine without making 
a move. When a lizard comes 


<¢ SLOW LORIS 
Carefully creeping 
through the branches, the 
Slow loris searches out 
insects, lizards and other 
things to eat. It’s sucha 
slow mover it has to get 
quite close before 
attacking. That means it 
has to be extra sneaky 
and silent. When it strikes 
it holds on with its back 
feet and lunges 
amazingly fast to grab its 
prey with its front paws. 


CUB HIDEAWAY 
When the mother leopard 
is out hunting her cubs 
wait quietly in their 
well-hidden lair. 
Adult leopards are 
noiseless hunters. 
They are so quiet 
they can take a 
dog from a 
building at night 
without waking 
anyone else 
sleeping in the 
same room. 
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AN PLAY FOR A DAY 


Fox and Vixen wanted to put onashowfor _ CHOOSE A STORY 

the animals of Farthing Wood. “I think we Here are some famous fairy tales. Each name is 
should do a play based on a fairy tale,” said jumbled up - can you work out which stories 
Vixen. “But which story should we choose?” they are? (The pictures help you.) Then can you 


find the odd one out? 
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Finally Foxcat id 

Hood! ids : WORK + PLAY 

nimals.s ed, toijoin The stagehands have lost their tools. 

andi a 3 the cost Soon First work out which ones are missing by 
owet ; neat “pl completing the pairs — an example of a 

a day W y, pair is salt and pepper — and then find 

% / 


all the tools hidden in the picture. 


THEATRE 
Can you make 
20 words of 3 
or more letters 
from the word 
THEATRE 


Puzzle if ouf 22 


The audience gathered in front of the stage, 
while in the distance thunder rumbled. 

“Oh no, don’t say it’s going to rain!” sighed 
Fox, who was playing the wolf. : 
“We must start right away,” replied Vixen. She 
was very nervous about being Red Riding Hood 
because she had never acted before. The 

curtain lifted and the audience cheered. 


IN THE BASKET 
What did Red Riding Hood take to granny? 


The play was a great success but as the curtain 
came down it began to pour with rain. 

“All that hard work!” said Fox, looking at the 
soggy scenery. “But it was fun, wasn’t it?” 


WHAT’S MISSING? 
11 things on the stage set were left unfinished. 
Can you see which they are? 
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SUIMSNV 


Use these finger puppets for a 

‘Goldilocks’ play. Once you’ve made 

these puppets, you'll know how to make 
_ other characters for your own plays. 


FINGER PUPPETS 


You will need: 
tracing paper, pencil, 
felt in different colours 
(not too dark), thread 
and needle, fabric 
pens, fabric glue, 
scissors and pins. 


J Trace the four pieces 
on to paper, then cut 
round the shapes. 
These are your 
patterns. 


@ Pin each pattern to 
the right coloured felt 
and cut them out. 
Remember that you 
need two body pieces, 
but only one each of 
the other pieces. 


3 Sew the two body 
pieces together using 
a running stitch. 


WA . 
§ Glue Goldilocks’ face to her body 


and hair round her face. Draw in eyes, 
a nose and a mouth with fabric pens. 


ifthe puppet has 
ears sew along the 
bottom of them, then 
stick the ears together 
with glue. 


@ When making the 
bears, give them 
different faces so that 
you know which one is 
Mummy, Daddy and 
Baby Bear. 


OLE CHATTER 
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